Swadesh 100 Wordlist (English-Degema): Prepared by Ethelbert E. Kari 

In the lexicon, plural forms of nouns are given in the rightmost column. Single Class 
nouns are marked (SC) in the middle column. 

For compound nouns, two or more prefixes are given in the plural, depending on whether 
the prefixes of the other members of the compound also change in the plural. If the 
prefixes of the other members do not change, then only the prefix of the first member of 
the compound is listed. 

Full forms of nouns are given in the plural where the vowel quality of the plural form is 
different from that of the singular. 

Verbs are in the imperative. 

Where two prefixes are listed for a given adjective in the plural, the first attaches to the 
adjective when it qualifies non- human entities, while the second attaches to the adjective 
when it qualifies human entities. 

The Degema data are transcribed in phonetic symbols that have IPA values. 

Only the high and downstepped high tones are marked. Low tone is unmarked for the 
sake of convenience. 

The data are based on the Usokun variety of Degema. 



I 
thou 



Hl£ + £ 



we eni 



this 
that 



onaa 
qjoo 



who 
what 



0^0 

imo 

n °t ku (for negating focused constituents) 

all ikikire e- (for human entities) 

many ikpols 

one D j36 

two i|36 

big ogidi i-; e- 

l° n g ogodo i-;e- 

small omogber imigber; emegber 



woman 

man 

person 

fish 

bird 



5m5pitam 

omomosi 

owe^ej 

esen 

efen 



pi. imipitam 
pi. imomosi 
pi. e- 

Pl- i- 

pl.i- 



louse 

dog 

louse 

tree 

seed 



udup 

a A 6uwa 

uduJ3 

u A taji 

u i rj w 5 



Pl- i- 

pl.i- 
pl.i- 
pl.i- 
pl.i- 



leaf 
root 
bark 
skin 
flesh 



u6i utan 
usrne 
u^fijaji 
utan urj w o 
iHa SC 



pl. a- i- 
pl. a- 

pi. i- 

pl. i- a- 



blood 

bone 

grease 

egg 
horn 



id3a*lam SC 
u^uwo 
ebir SC 
trMje 
ukpan 



P i. i- 
pi. i- 

pl. a- 



tail 

feather 

hair 

head 

ear 



utum 

uPu 4 uw 

utu 

utom 

u^sow 



pl. 3- 

pl. a- 
pl.i- 

pl. 3- 

pl. a- 



eye 

nose 

mouth 

tooth 

tongue 



urj w 5 adu 
isu|3eji SC 
enu 
uku 
udem 



P i. i- 
pi.i- 

pl. a- 
pl. a- 



finger nail 



u^e usira u6o 



pl. a- a- a- 



foot 
knee 
hand 
belly 

neck 

breasts 

heart 

liver 

drink (water) 



api 

okpokpulom aJ3i 
u65 
ifan 

rnan SC 
pjorj w 
urj w 6 ipom 
scfijom SC 

J^r) w 



pl.i- 
pl.i-i- 
pi. a- 
pl. a- 



pl. 9- 
pl. i- 9- 



eat 

see 

hear 

know 

sleep 



cfi 

mon 

suwene 

deri 

mesE 



die 
kill 
swim 

% 

walk 



wu 

gbije 

jow 

P§p 

rere 



come 

He 

sit 

stand 

give 



Ji 

selene (irj w i 4 iji) 

d33 uto 

hira 

kijE 



say 

sun 

moon 

star 

water 



kuwe 
uPuwo SC 
ob6*6m SC 
usemese 
amin SC 



pi. i- 



rain 

stone 

sand 



5*kpar SC 

ohirj w 

ukpe^kpilem 



Pl- i- 

pl.i- 



earth 
cloud 



uto SC 
o6utu SC 



smoke 
fire 
ash 

burn (vt.) 
path 



smafu SC 
iHslji SC 
(see smoke) 

to 
usuweji 



pi. 9- 



mountain 

red 

green 

yellow 

white 



i + gu SC 

atuatu 

adu a6i itaji wowo 

adu akom 

5*fufu 



black 
night 
hot 
cold 
(be) full 



o^bibi 
asu SC 
i*tutu 
i*mni 
Puwo 



new 
good 
(be) round 
(be) dry 
name 



ofan 
oJ3i 

hihir5ji 
kuwa 



i- e- 
i- e- 



pl. 3- 



